FAMILY AND SOCIAL RELATIONS
A. The family and friends
1. A conversation between Indiana Jones and his father
INDY: Do you remember the last time we had a quiet drink? I had a milk shake.
HENRY: Hmmm... What did we talk about?
INDY: We didn't talk. We never talked.
HENRY: And do I detect a rebuke?
INDY: A regret. It was just the two of us, Dad. It was a lonely way to grow up. For you, too. If you had been an ordinary, average father like the other guys' dads, you'd have understood that.

HENRY: Actually, I was a wonderful father.

INDY:When?

               (Henry looks up from his Diary.)
HENRY:Did I ever tell you to eat up? Go to bed? Wash your ears? Do your homework? No. I respected your privacy and I taught you self-reliance.

INDY: What you taught me was that I was less important to you than people who had been dead for five hundred years in another country. And I learned it so well that we've hardly spoken for twenty years.

HENRY: You left just when you were becoming interesting.

INDY: Dad, how can you…?

HENRY:(interrupting)Very well. I'm here now.

               (He closes the Diary and leans back in his seat.)
HENRY: What do you want to talk about? Hmmm?


(Indy stutters uncomfortably as Henry stares at him, waiting 

               for a response.)
INDY:(laughs)Well... I can't think of anything.

HENRY: Then what are you complaining about? (laughs)Look, we have work to do. When we get to Alexandretta we will face three challenges…                               


(he reads from the Diary)
(From the film Indiana Jones and the last crusade. 1989)

a. Why isn’t Indy happy with Henry as a father?

b. Why does Henry think he was a wonderful father?

c. What is your opinion?
	My Treasure - For Mom

	by Kit McCallum

	I look back on these years
To see how far I've come and grown,
I take a trip down memory lane,
And what I see has shown ...

That every step I've taken,
You have been there by my side ...
From infancy to adulthood,
We've stood the test of time.

You cradled me and nurtured me,
Through all these many years;
You held me and did comfort me,
Through happiness and tears.

You'd pick me up when I would fall,
You'd dust me off and then,
Encourage me to get back on
That horse and ride again.

Your constant care and loving,
And your warm inviting heart,
Has always been a treasure that
I knew would n'er depart.

If I could be "just half" the person
You have been to me ...
Then you have taught me well dear mom,
For in my heart I see ...

A woman whose most gentle soul,
Embraces me each day ...
A woman whom I dearly love,
Much more than words can say.


a. What is the aim of this poem?
b. What things does Kit appreciate of her mother?  
Why I Love “The Incredibles”
July 19th, 2011  DeaneBarker.net

I love “The Incredibles.”  It’s one of my favorite movies, and when it’s on, I drop everything and glue myself to the couch.  I tried to figure out why I love this movie so much, and I came up with a number of reasons.

I love the story of Mr. Incredible’s rebirth.  He’s living a boring, everyday life, and he longs for something more.  He longs for a return to the Glory Days.  There’s a great scene early in the film, which is an argument between him and his wife (Elastigirl) that examines his frustrations.  It’s downright moving in places.

I love the architecture of the island.  It’s a particular style – Googie – which was popular in the 50s.  It’s like an episode of the Jetsons.

The soundtrack is fantastic, and straight out of a 60s’ era Bond film.  The scene when Mr. Incredible is trying to break back into the compound on the island is wonderfully atmospheric.  The music where Mr. Incredible is looking through the database at the compound and realizes all the super-heroes that have been killed is perfect – a rising crescendo of horns that rivals anything John Barry ever did for 007.

Elastigirl is perfectly-voiced by Holly Hunter.  She’s imbued with a perfect balance of attitude and concern.  The scene when she’s in the plane coming in on the island and is attacked is a wonderful mix of military bearing and maternal fear.

The action scenes are so inventive.  The movie isn’t light and breezy.  There’s a real sense of menace to it. Kids are often put in danger, Mr. Incredible gets tortured and seemingly listens to his family die in a plane crash, and a fair amount of people die, sometimes gruesomely (though off-screen).  Syndrome goes through a jet engine at the end, remember.

The film is great mix of super secret agent and superhero.  It’s got an awesome 60s feel to it – the height of James Bond-mania, not coincidentally – and grandiose megavillain plot. A wonderful movie.  I’m watching it right now as I write this.   God help me – I may never leave the couch. 

a. Who are “The Incredibles”? What is this film about?

b. Deane really likes this Pixar cartoon. What is your favourite cartoon? 

Childcare costs stopping mothers going to work, says study

(The Guardian. 31st August 2011)

The high cost of childcare and commuting is forcing women to give up their jobs to avoid ending up out of pocket, according to new research.

The study says the number of women opting to look after their children instead of doing paid employment has risen by 32,000 since last summer, with rising childcare costs being a key factor in their decision. The figures are based on analysis of the latest ONS Labour Force Survey, and the number of women classing themselves as economically inactive because they are looking after their family and home.

According to the insurer Aviva's latest Family Finances Report, the average cost of full-time childcare is £385 a month, but this rises to £729 for children under two. Part-time care comes in at £193 a month, or £364 for the under-twos.

On top of this, the average worker is spending £120 (full-time) and £90 (part-time) on expenses associated with their jobs, such as clothes, travel and food, and £147 on school-related costs. After meeting these costs, Aviva said a woman in a relationship on the average part-time salary of £8,557, after tax and national insurance, with children aged one and seven would be losing £98 a month.

In contrast, a woman in a similar position who does not pay for childcare will take home £402 a month once work costs are taken into account. According to the insurer's research, 54% of families say they are not currently paying for childcare.

Full-time workers are better off, but only just. A woman with a one-year-old and seven-year-old who earns £17,513 after tax will have £120 left if she does pay for childcare. If she does not have to meet childcare costs, she will have £1,118.

The report acknowledges the figures do not take into account non-financial benefits of working. "Many people – parents in particular – report further reasons for working, such as the social interaction and mental stimulation it brings," it says. "The question of whether to work becomes even more difficult if people genuinely enjoy their jobs and want to work, but find themselves just breaking even – or even financially worse off – if their childcare costs are beyond their income."

It also warns that moving from two incomes to one can leave families exposed to potential problems. Louise Colley, head of protection at Aviva, said: "As care costs rise, it's quite possible we will see more and more couples relying on one salary while the other person looks after the children – simply because they may actually be worse off if both people work. However, while this may make financial sense, it can also leave families vulnerable should anything happen to that income earner."

Emily Devane gave up work as a teacher to look after her children, Kate, three, and Sam, one. Devane, who was a history teacher at a school in Hertfordshire, had returned part-time after having her daughter and had planned to do the same after Sam was born.

"I went back three days a week after Kate was born and that worked fine, but the fees at the nursery have gone up," she said. "I did the maths and I worked out I would be earning about £50 a week."

Devane's job meant a long commute and rising petrol costs, plus work after school hours. When Kate was offered three hours a day free of charge at a local pre-school, giving up work made even more sense. "I would have had to find a childminder who would have taken her to nursery and looked after Sam," she said. "It wasn't easy to make the decision – I think for women, particularly educated women, your work defines you. It was really difficult to give up." However, she added: "I could be earning very little money looking after other people's children or be here with my children, which for me seems the wiser decision at the moment."

a. What does the study shows?

b. What expenses do working mothers have?

c. Write a paragraph with your opinion. 

B. Couples

	9 Tips For Long Lasting Love


	

	

	
	1.Keep the romance alive
Take some time to do something that will make your partner feel special and loved. It can be anything simple like listening attentively to your partner's activity during the day. Make it a habit to tell and show your partner you love them everyday.

2.Don't lie to your partner
I am sure we all don't want to be told lies so lets do unto others as we want done unto us. Avoid all situations that will put you in a position where you have to lie. Remember it can take a simple lie to make your partner lose their trust for you and believe me this will put a strain on your love.

3.Be faithful to your partner
Being unfaithful is probably one of the worst ways to betray your partner but you can get away with it if you have a partner who is willing to forgive and give love another try. You may be forgiven but you will have to work extra hard to regain your partner's trust. On the other hand this could be the end of your love if you have an unforgiving partner.

4.Compromise
Show your partner that you are willing to meet them halfway by doing stuff you wouldn't ordinarily agree to do. This will show your partner that you truly love and care for them. It will also show that you are willing to put in the extra effort to keep the love going.

5.Team work is essential
This will show your partner your loyalty towards them. So when you are out with friends or family always be on the same team and appraise one another's achievements. 

6.Be Supportive
There are always challenges that await us, but when you have a supportive and understanding partner you are likely to surpass these challenges more easily. Be supportive to your partner the same way you would expect them to be support you when you are facing challenges.

7.Respect your partner
Never lose respect for your partner as this may make your partner feel unloved and unappreciated. This will obviously cause a strain on the relationship and your love probably will not last long because of lacking respect.

8.Individuality
Give yourself time to do what you like as an individual. This will help you to focus on your priorities. It is also good to leave your partner alone when you see that they need time alone. 

9.Show love
Show your partner you don't just love them but you are in love with them by doing stuff like holding hands in public, kissing passionately or just write a quick love note. This will keep the intimate connection going for a long time.
	


a. Do you agree with all the tips?

b. Write two more tips to the list. 

Things a stepmother should never say



Share this on:

April 01, 2008|By Rosemary Rogers/ CNN

As far as hard jobs go, it's up there with air-traffic controller and crane operator. Stepmothers preside over a minefield of hidden hurts, half-concealed traditions and occasional tugs-of-war. Want the job?

It's been said that parenting is the toughest job in the world. Wrong. It's the second toughest: Stepparenting wins hands down. Right now, approximately half of all Americans live in a stepfamily, which means that every day, millions of women are subject to the taunt -- sometimes mournful, often angry --"You're not my mother!"

I've been a stepmother three times. I know, from hard-won experience, that a great relationship with your stepkids is possible. And if you avoid certain trapdoors like the 12 phrases here, you'll get along.

1. "Go ahead, call me Mom!"

You're not their mother, and you never will be. They're conflicted enough, and pushing them to use a mom-name will only confuse them more.

You might eventually become the happiest of stepfamilies, but it won't happen overnight. Studies show the new family dynamic takes at least three years to fall into place, and the first year is the toughest.

2. "Feel free! Do whatever you want."

Almost as much as they need love, children need boundaries and are adrift without rules. Learn to say (not scream, please) the phrase, "In this house, we ...," so that time together will not be bogged down with endless negotiations.

No matter how close in age you are to your stepchildren, you're still a parent figure; try to be an example of mature living and not "one of the gang." This is especially true if your stepkids belong to that group of psychotics euphemistically known as teenagers. Chances are they won't think you're cool for very long.

3. "I'll get it," "I'll drive," "I'll wash it," "Forget about me," etc.

Don't let your stepkids (or their father) turn you into the creature everyone in the world resents: a martyr. Martyrs make people feel creepy and guilty, and when kids feel that way, they generally act out. You're better off being wicked.

4. "Why the long face?"

Your stepchildren are allowed to be sad -- they're in mourning. Let them grieve if and when they feel like it. Sorry, but they probably will grieve more around you, since you're the evidence that their parents are never getting back together. Don't call attention to their sorrow; remove yourself, and get Dad to be a mom at this point. Their depression will pass --they're kids.

5. "Your dad and I always ... "

Don't allude to the great times you have with their father when they're not around. They already feel left out and probably imagine the two of you tossing your heads back laughing, spending wads of money, and throwing Ring Ding wrappers on the floor (not to mention the sexual fantasies going on in their fevered little brains). If you want to give them a positive image of a loving couple, just be a loving couple.

6. "Did your mother bring you up to do that?"

Never bad-mouth the ex -- and your husband (or partner) shouldn't either, even if the fur is still flying. Studies show that it's the ongoing conflict after divorce that hurts kids the most.

7. "Have you always done that?"

Families have traditions that are meaningful to them. So if your husband and his children insist on watching "Hogan's Heroes" reruns, putting mayo on hot dogs, collecting rubber bands, or anything else you find distasteful, just keep your mouth shut.

8. "Your room is a pigsty!"

Something's got to give, and neatness should be it. If the situation is desperate and the kids are growing subspecies in their space, get Dad to go in there and organize a cleanup. Life is messy, and it's even messier when you choose a man with children. 

9. "Well, my kids and I ... "

If you have kids of your own who live with you and your husband, your stepkids may feel like they're getting the fuzzy end of the lollipop. Mentioning trips, restaurants and the fun stuff you did the weekend they were with their mom feeds the illusion that your children are getting more. Be clear that there are no favorites and everything is even between both sets of kids.

10. "What's the matter, never heard of thank you?"

Don't become a stepparent expecting gratitude. (Don't become a parent expecting it, either.) While you shouldn't tolerate rudeness, choose your battles carefully. Kids generally don't have the best manners; they get preoccupied and forego social niceties. Don't be petulant; you're the grown-up.

11. "We're not made of money, you know."

Their father's primary motivation is guilt. (Come to think of it, that's his secondary one as well.) Dad is guilty, the ex is angry, the battle is on, and money is the weapon. Stay out of the fight, work out a family budget, and don't discuss finances in front of the children.

12. "It's them or me."

It will always have to be them. Your stepchildren are jealous of you. But admit it, you're jealous of them too. If you make it a battlefield, this is a battle you'll lose.

Rather than enduring the time you spend with his kids, enjoy it. They're never really going to go away, even if you stay under the radar. Intimacy may be a long time coming, but, like so many other situations in life, you've just got to put in the time. Granted, it's a complicated dynamic, but the Beatles were right: "The love you make is equal to the love you take." Or is it the other way around?

a. Why does the author of this article compare stepmothers’ work to jobs such as air-traffic controllers and crane operators?

b. After reading the article, write a short paragraph describing the difficulties of being a stepfather or a stepmother. 
C. Domestic violence
	New man tackles Spanish machismo

	By Katya Adler 
BBC Spain correspondent. Tuesday, 27 April, 2004
[image: image2.png]



Spanish men, portrayed as insensitive, insufferable and even aggressive towards women, have traditionally been the butt of macho male jokes. 
But the new Spanish Prime Minister, Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero, does not find the situation very funny. 

He recently described Spain's domestic violence record as the country's "worst shame" and an "unacceptable evil". 

On Friday his government made a draft "gender violence" law the very first of the not even week-old administration. 

It aims to bring new domestic violence legislation before parliament by the summer. 

At least one woman dies every week in Spain at the hands of her partner. Thousands stay in abusive relationships because, they say, there is nowhere else to go. 

Sadly, these figures are not uncommon in Europe. But there is a growing awareness here of the problem. 

Democracy in Spain is only 25-years-old. Before that, during the 40-year-long dictatorship of General Francisco Franco, domestic violence was not considered a crime. 

What it was, though, was taboo. 

There is a Spanish phrase, using the feminine article that says: "I broke it because it was mine". 

This attitude towards women is now changing fast, especially among the young. 

The Spanish Oscars, the Goyas, were won this year by a popular film called I Give You My Eyes, about domestic violence. 

Cases of domestic abuse feature on the evening news almost daily and Spain's TV chat shows, which are on morning, noon and night, regularly discuss the issue. 
	
	


a. According to the article, how are Spanish men traditionally portrayed?

b. In your opinion, are Spanish men changing in recent years?
D. Mobbing and bullying
Roger Dean Kiser
The Bully
I walked into the Huddle House restaurant in Brunswick, Georgia and sat down at the counter as all of the booths were taken. I picked up a menu and began to look at the various items trying to decide if I wanted to order breakfast or just go ahead and eat lunch. 

     "Excuse me," said someone, as they touched me on the shoulder. 

     I looked up and turned to the side to see a rather nice looking woman standing before me. 

     "Is your name Roger by any chance?" she asked me. 

     "Yes." I responded, looking rather confused as I had never seen the woman before. 

     "My name is Barbara and my husband is Tony," she said, pointing to a distant table near the door leading into the bathrooms. 

     I looked in the direction that she was pointing but I did not recognize the man who was sitting, alone at the table. 

     "I'm sorry. I'm, ah. I'm ah, confused. I don't think that I know you guys. But my name is Roger. Roger Kiser," I told her. 

     "Tony Claxton. Tony from Landon High School in Jacksonville, Florida?" she asked me. 

     "I'm really sorry. The name doesn't ring a bell." I said. 

     She turned and walked back to her table and sat down. She and her husband immediately began talking and once in a while I would see her turn around in her seat and look directly at me. 

     I finally decided to order breakfast and a cup of decaffeinated coffee. I sat there continually racking my brain trying to remember who this Tony guy was. 

     "I must know him," I though to myself. "He recognizes me for some reason." I picked up my coffee up and took a sip. All of a sudden it came to me like a flash of lighting. 

     "Tony. TONY THE BULL." I mumbled, as I swung myself around on my stool and faced in his direction. 

     "The bully of my seventh grade geography class," I thought. 

     How many times that sorry guy had made fun of my big ears in front of the girls in my class? How many times this sorry son-of-a-gun had laughed at me because I had no parents and had to live in an orphanage? How many times this big bully slammed me up against the lockers in the hallway just to make himself look like a big man to all the other students? 

     He raised his hand and waved at me. I smiled, returned the wave and turned back around and began to eat my breakfast. 

     "Jesus. He's so thin now. Not the big burley guy that I remember from back in 1957," I thought to myself. 

     All of a sudden I heard the sound of dishes breaking so I spun around to see what had happened. Tony had accidentally hit several plates knocking them off the table as he was trying to get into his wheelchair which had been parked in the bathroom hallway while they were eating. The waitress ran over and started picking up the broken dishes and I listened as Tony and his wife tried to apologize. 

     As Tony rolled by me, being pushed by his wife, I looked up and I smiled. 

     "Roger" he said, as he nodded his head forward. 

     "Tony" I responded, as I nodded my head, in return. 

     I watched as they went out of the door and slowly made their way to a large van which had a wheelchair loader located in the side door of the vehicle. 

     I sat and watched as his wife tried, over and over, to get the ramp to come down. But it just would not work. Finally I got up, paid for my meal, and I walked up to the van. 

     "What's the problem?" I asked. 

     "Darn thing sticks once in a while," said Tony. "Could you help me get him in the van?" asked his wife. 

     "I think I can do that," I said as I grabbed the wheelchair and rolled Tony over to the passenger door. 

     I opened the door and locked the brakes on the wheelchair. 

     "OK. Arms around the neck Dude," I said as I reached down and grabbed him around the waist and carefully raised him up into the passenger seat of the van. 

     As Tony let go of my neck I reached over and swung his limp, lifeless legs, one at a time, into the van so that they would be stationed directly in front of him. 

     "You remember. Don't you?" he said, looking directly into my eyes. 

     "I remember, Tony," I said. 

     "I guess you're thinking 'What goes around comes around'," he said, softly. 

     "I would never think like that, Tony," I said, with a stern look on my face. 

     He reached over and grabbed both of my hands and squeezed them tightly. 

     "Is how I feel in this wheelchair how you felt way back then when you lived in the orphan home?" he asked me. 

     "Almost, Tony. You are very lucky. You have someone to push you around who loves you. I didn't have anyone." I responded. 

     I reached in my pocket and pulled out one of my cards that had my home telephone number written on it and I handed it to him. 

     "Give me a call sometimes. We'll do lunch," I told him. We both laughed. 

     I stood there watching as they drove toward the interstate and finally disappeared onto the southbound ramp. I hope he calls me sometime. He will be the only friend that I have from my high school days. 

a. Write a summary of the story. 

b. Describe the most important characters. 

c. Write your opinion about the story. 
A famous song by Suzanne Vega

MY NAME IS LUCA
My name is Luca
I live on the second floor
I live upstairs from you
Yes I think you've seen me before
If you hear something late at night
Some kind of trouble, some kind of fight

Just don't ask me what it was (3x)

I think it's 'cause I'm clumsy
I try not to talk too loud
Maybe it's because I'm crazy
I try not to act too proud
They only hit until you cry
And after that you don't ask why

You just don't argue anymore (3x)

Yes I think I'm okay
I walked into the door again
If you ask that's what I'll say
And it's not your business anyway
I guess I'd like to be alone
With nothing broken, nothing thrown

Just don't ask me how I am (3x)

My name is Luca
I live on the second floor…

a. In your opinion, what is the song about? What problem does Luca have?

b. What advice would you give Luca to solve his problems?

E. Inmigration and racism
25,000 Spaniards emigrated to the U.K. for work last year
By h.b. - Aug 30, 2011 - 9:48 AM
The 85 percent yearly increase is the largest seen, 


The British Government is concerned about the number of Spaniards who are now signing onto the British Social Security system, after immigration to the U.K. from Spain for work has risen by 85% over the past twelve months to April, and now stands at nearly 25,000 people.

In the year to April this year the number of Spaniards to register in the British Social Security System after obtaining a first job in the U.K. was up by 85%, according to official figures. It makes Spain the country which has produced the largest increase in immigration to the U.K., ahead of Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Lithuania and Ireland.

24,370 Spaniards have joined the British labour market over the year, and the number does not include the high number of students in the U.K., or temporary workers who are not registered in Social Security.

Spain is now 6th on the list of immigrant workers in the U.K., a list led by Poland and India, followed by Pakistan, Lithuania and Latvia.

British Government sources think the increase from Spain will continue as the economic crisis bites in the south of Europe. However David Cameron has made it clear he wants to limit immigration to reduce unemployment, but he is unable to act against workers from other EU countries.


Read more: http://www.typicallyspanish.com/news/publish/article_31769.shtml#ixzz1WkNrPK00
a. What facts do you find surprising in this article?

b. What do you think about David Cameron’s announcement?

c. What do you know about inmigration in Spain? Write a paragraph about the pros and cons if inmigration.  
