
Letters are not popular any more? sms and emails will replace that?

I found some letters in the drawers when I cleaned my desk at office the other day, most of them were from my friends, and a couples were from my dad…I had a quick review of letters and noticed that dates were back 1997, 1998, and the lastest one was written in 2001. I got a warm fuzzy feeling When I looked through the letters,to be honest, I was not so sure if I could still get letters, except for junk letters. Writing letters seem weird nowadays with the sms and emails having becoming more and more popular. I asked several coworkers around if any one of them still received letters or wrote letters, all of them gave me the same answer, "why still bother to write letters? it is so fast to send sms or give phone calls."


I do not know what to say, but to be honest, I missed the feelings when I received and read the letters, sms, or phone calls are different, even emails are different..they need to be deleted, or the voice is off when you hang up the phone.The familiar handwritings, the repeatability even after years, the concentration needed when you write the letters, all of them make the letter communications unique.


I rang up the guy whom I once wrote to so often, and told him that I dug up some letters by accident from him, and what I felt about that…we talked on the phone for almost one hour, till then I just realized that I had not phoned him for almost 1 year and we have been friends almost 20 years…the incessant hurry and trivial activity of daily life seems to prevent or at least discourage quiet and intensive thinking…I know, the hurry of city life can not be excuse…the same day I sent him a letter with white paper, since I could not find a sheet of letter paper around…funny…then I went to buy some letter papers and envelops the next evening, I was happy as I knew I can pick up something before it's too late…

Say out what you think…take care, be well…Sherry (from China)


Yes,I think so,sms and emails will replace letters.I have not received or wrote any letters for many years.I almost forgot the existence of post office.I will send sms to him or call him when I wanna contact somebody.Nowadays,communication is very convenient and quick,you'll have various choices to keep in contact with your friends,for example,QQ,msn,sms,mobile telephone etc.Especially for our young guys, we prefer the fashionable and quick way to enjoy our life.Letters,as a traditionary communicated way,will be the history…Merely my own opinions.  (from China)


Hardly have I writen letter to my friends in lastest years. Email and Sms replace it. Letter needs more time than SMS and email in tranfer. Most of us are accustomed to SMS,Tel and Email.


I like letter too, I will be very happy if I receive a letter from friends.It's evident that you are special to him, if someone is willing to take time to write to you.


On the other hand, handwriting is technology, special to Chinese vocab. (from China)



Ohhh my Dear,You make me sad.


I really can't remember when I got a letter,because of your board I'm confused which one is important: technology or nostalgia.


Imagine,once upon a time there were a couple who loves each other. But they were living at the seperately countries.There is no any e-mail,sms,postman,postoffice, and they don't know a dove which will carry their letters………I guess,you understand me. Life goes on with changeover. My grandfather used to say ''time was better when I was young''. My father says ''time was better when I was young'' and I began to say ''time will be better when I am old''.

Take care. Be happy and health. BYE :) (from Turkey)


I received a lot of letters from my friend when I was in high school, but I hardly receive letters since I went to university. I miss the old days when I can read letters. I think the letters carry a lot of information. People write to you because they care about you and they are willing to spend time on writing to you. Now, everything develops very fast. We can see each other even when we are in different countries because of the Internet. We can chat on Internet and get information we want. We can call someone when we want to hear his voice! It's so convinent! No one want to waste time on writing letters because everyone is busy nowadays. The life pace is getting faster and faster and no one wants to be left behind. The traditional way of communication is now replaced by these much more convinent ways. I want to write sometimes but the phone is just beside me! Should I bother to pick up the pen? Most of the time I give up because calling can save a lot of time and avoid misunderstanding.

It's just what I am thinking about it! (from China)


It sounds meaningful to write a letter for your freinds.I still keep those handwriting letters because it's rarely for me to receive it .If I have something to tell someone,I prefer to calling her or sending e-mail rather than using cell phone message. I don't know why but i do not like typing message on cell phone. It sounds so troublesome to me. Writing letters really needs to waste more time than sending an e-mail. When you suddenly have anything to tell,you can just call him or send message to him. I don't think the other can really share what is on your mind in time by wrting a letter. (from China)


I like the topic you raised here. I still write letters thru snail mail. I handwrite my letters to my mother, my aunts and sometimes to my brothers and sisters in the US. I'm still old-fashioned when it comes to writing letters. Email is for convenience,but you don't feel the warmth of a handwritten letters.Writing handwritten letters is still romantic; email is robotic. Like what you say, we can keep letters for as long as we want to; whereas, email letters are deleted after a month or so. And if our computer conked out, we lost everything in it. Finding letters serendipitously gives us the feeling of surprise and happiness, especially if the letters were from our beloved. Romantic, isn't it? I still collect letters from my foreign pen pals way back.They're yellowish now, yet my cherished possession.


For me,the sweetest music is when my name is being called out by the mailman or postman. I will rush outside to meet the mailman who brings my letter at my doorstep. And we will have a little chat and laugh, and joke. I always look forward to seeing the mailman than my computer when it comes to personal letters. I bet all the rice in China that computer emailing will not be able to beat the snail mail letter. Computer will fade out.. Other equipment will replace computer in the future, so that computer will be obsolete. But, I'm very sure, snail mail will remain the means of communication. For one thing, not all people know how to use the computer.The old people – many of them, don't know how to use the email. So, they use the snail mail to get their handwritten letters to their intended parties- could be their loved ones. Before computer, typewriter replaced handwritten letters. But just as computer is cold to the feeling, so was the typewriter. Handwritten letters are still preferable than typewritten letters or the email letters.


I still prefer the handwritten letters. I could imagine the effort and attention accompanied by that letter. I handwrite the letter, then carefully put it in an immaculate white envelope and careful to write down the name and address of the recipient. Then, spend money for transportation to go to the Post Office, buy stamps, and carefully paste (with our sweet saliva, huh) the stamps on the envelope, and look for some seconds as if we want our love and affection to go with it. Sosmetimes, we even kiss our letter before we thrust it to the big metal mail box. And sigh a relief and hope it will arrive on time to our intended addressee. Isn't that romantic? Which can beat that?   (from Philippines)

	           I am really sad iIdidn´t get real letters for so long time.
I am getting e-mails but it isn´t the same. It is nice to see postman/women in your door who has something for you, isn't it? I have some postcards and I keep them. I like reading them and looking at them. It is nice that someone wants to sent me postcard, bye stamps, put it into the box and wait when I can say thanks.
I think that e-mails are now so popular and it dosen't give us any surprise when we get new message, it is normal but, when we will get letters from postwomen, hand it will be big surprise for us. (from Poland)

	



Well, sms and email will not replace letter cuz they did it long time ago…

Letters were replaced cuz they're useless. Nowadays we need as soon as possible to get the information and technology's advanced very well on that.


And Felice, I disagree with you. Computers are here to stay, I guess people will just have to get used to it, for many reasons, it's cheaper, faster, safer, etc.  (from Mexico)

	           Thank you all who gave feedback to this topic! When I posted this topic, I was not trying to say which way is good or bad…just letters are still something special even in this modern society…yep, it's so true, we can call him/her when we miss somebody, sms, or email…so quick, so fast…but just like Phobe Xu said, when someone spends time writing a letter to you, it means you are special to him/her, you would love the feeling when you get the letter, especially, after months, years, when you clean your desk, and dig up these yellowish letters, what kind of feeling you would have? That's the very reason why I still have this NOSTALGIA (called by Zeus) for letters. Try to send a letter to your special one in a while, sometimes with a lovely small card, or picture drawn by yourself, it will be a surprise to the one you care for very much…I still remember how one of my ex-coworker felt when she got a letter from a guy enclosing one picture he drew by himself, and one poem in the margin…I am so 100 percent sure that she would never dump this letter! it's the magic of the letters…;-)

Take care, be well….


1. Which of these opinions is closer to yours? Why?

2. Imagine you want to send your opinion. Write it on the imaginary blog.


Glossary: 


cherished = apreciada   bother = molestarse    conk out = averiarse    serendipity = serendipia 
    
(don de descubrir cosas sin proponérselo)    dump = tirar, deshacerse de       thrust = empujar

